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DIDN’T THEY DO WELL! 
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Congratulations to Ecosse Rallye Drivers Club members Ranald White and Karsten Brown 

who were not only the highest placed Scottish Starter but the highest placed GB crew in the 

Rallye Monte Carlo Historique 2019.   Quite an achievement considering the atrocious 

conditions.   The car performed well which is a testament to the excellent preparation which 

is essential when undertaking such a challenging event.  Ranald said that the car was 

stripped bare to reduce the weight and the cam shaft has been uprated.  However the most 

important part of any crew is the skill of the driver and top-flight navigation.  Well done 

Ranald and Karsten. 

Sadly there was a high attrition rate this year due to the very challenging weather 

conditions.  Three of our Scottish Starters had issues.  Unfortunately Ritson and Ross 

Thomas had to pull out due to a health issue; John Roberts and Oliver Tomlins had 

‘Gremlins’ (their words) and were unable to complete the Rallye this year, although their car 

is usually very reliable; Andy James and Keith Woodburn made it all the way to Monaco but 

were unclassified.  Gordon and David Glen and Chris Mockridge and John Varney finished 

with respectable result.  Well done to all of them. 



PRE-WAR CARS EXCEL IN ATROCIOUS CONDITIONS 

All the pre-war 

cars entered in 

this year’s 

Classique made 

it to Monte 

Carlo although 

some of them 

had a number 

of running 

repairs en 

route.  They 

travelled by a 

number of 

different routes 

to reach their destination, but some managed to visit all of the controls on the long and 

arduous Concentration Run.  This was quite a feat in a pre-war car.  Some had no heaters 

and were essentially open cars.  One crew had to drive looking out of the side window as 

their windscreen was frozen inside and out!  The post war cars had mixed success, not all 

reaching Monte Carlo, although the crews managed to make it to the dinner at the finish.  
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The Classique was very well received by all the crews and ACM were delighted with the cars 

entered.  The dinner at the Automobile Club de Monaco was a very cordial and lively affair, 

with superb food and wines.  If you are interested you should think about starting to 

prepare your Classique car now as there is a high level of interest for next year.  Well done 

to all the Classique crews – reaching Monaco in a very old car is an achievement in itself. 

  



STARTING FROM THE FROZEN NORTH! 
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This was the sight that greeted Nuala Dowie and co-driver David Batchelor when they woke 

on 29 January to get ready to start the John O’Groats to Clydebank Monte Heritage Run.  

Eleven intrepid crews set off on the day before the Monte Start on their own ‘Mini Monte’ 

which took them from John O’Groats, over the famous Cockbridge to Tomintoul road, which 

opened minutes before they arrived, and on to Aberdeen for their overnight halt where 



they joined the crews who were starting from Aberdeen and finishing at Clydebank on 30th.  

On arrival at Clydebank the crews were all elated at their success and praised the stunning 

route which showed off the majesty of the Scottish Highlands and took in some of the very 

best roads in the north and north-east.  Some of the crews went on to participate in the 

Heritage Runs to Dumfries and Stirling – an epic winter adventure. 

All the Heritage Runs were very well received.  Those taking part in the Dumfries Run which 

took them to the first Passage Control of the Rallye Monte Carlo Historique at the Auldgirth 

Inn, Dumfries, had to endure winter conditions on some less travelled roads.  A warm 

welcome awaited them from the members of the South of Scotland Car Club who once 

more staffed the Passage Control.  The Stirling Run proved to be a challenge with a number 

of cars not completing the run.  However the hospitality provided by the Stirling and District 

Classic Car Club and their sponsor Douglas Park MINI, Stirling, lived up to all expectations 

with the now traditional haggis, tatties and neeps.   

The Monte Start Committee would like to thank all those who took part in the Heritage Runs 

and the members of the Car Clubs who staffed the Starts and Controls.  We couldn’t do it 

without you.  

POST MONTE DINNER AND PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 

23 MARCH 2019, GLASGOW ART CLUB 

 

Save the date for the Post Monte Dinner and Presentation of Awards in the magnificent 

surroundings of the Rennie Mackintosh room at Glasgow Art Club.  Tickets costing £30 can 

be had from Janet Telfer by emailing janet.telfer@outlook.com  There will be a drinks 

reception at 7.30 with dinner at 8pm.  Dress code Black tie, Kilt or Lounge suit with tie.  This 

is always a very enjoyable evening with lots of opportunities to share your Monte 

experiences.  Everyone is welcome, not just Historique and Classique crews. 
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RALLYE MONTE CARLO HISTORIQUE AND CLASSIQUE 2020 

29 JANUARY 2020 

2020 marks the 10th anniversary of the return of the Monte to Glasgow and preparations 

are already in hand to make it extra special.  Get the date in your diary or online calendar 

now and book your holidays. 

 

Rallye Monte Carlo Historique 2011.  Parc Fermé in George Square, Glasgow.    

If you did not have a chance to buy one of the last copies 

of Douglas Anderson’s book, ‘Depart d’Ecosse’, foreword 

by Paddy Hopkirk, which tells the story of the Scottish 

connection to the Monte Carlo Rallye, you can still get 

one. Email Douglas on dglanderson1@yahoo.co.uk  

Also available is David Whyte’s excellent book ‘Caithness 

to the Cote d’Azur’ which tells the tales of the pre-war 

Monte Carlo Rallies.  Email David on 

books@whytedf.demon.co.uk  

 

STOP PRESS  Just in from Andy Thomlinson, a slide show which you will find interesting 

and entertaining.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDpBsH1OX_E&t=41s 

Douglas Anderson 
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